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Effective Teaching Methods for Listening Comprehension

Norio Nakamura
Abstract

This paper investigates effective teaching methods for listening comprehension.  Over aperiod of six years, students were
tested to see how much their listening comprehension ability improved. The following procedure was used: (1) A listening
pre-test was carried with new students every April, (2)30 lessons (45 hours) were carried out annudly, (3)Shadowing was taught as
ameansto increase listening comprehension kill, (4)A listening podt-test was carried out every February.

As a reault, the deviaion score was found to have increased around 10 points each year. Some important matters on
ingtruction are pointed out in this paper.
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(3) Keiko: Excuseme, but how do | get to the Trans-American
Pyramid from here?
Man: Oh, it'seasy. Just go down thisroad for four blocksand
you'll cometo apark ontheleft, and then ...
Keiko: Umm, could you repeet that alittle dower, please?

Man: Sure, go down thisroad for four blocks.  Thenyou'll come

to apark, OK?

(4) Keko: Hi, I'dliketorent acar, please.
Agent: Certainly.  What kind of acar would you prefer?
Keko: A jesp.
Agent: We have ajegp Wrangler convertible for $69 aday, and
Jeep Cherokee for $69 aday.
Keko: | see. Well, | guess!’ll takethe Wrangler convertible.

(5 Clerk: Would you prefer awindow seet or an aide seet?
Keko: Aideset, please.  Near theexit, if that'spossible.
Clek: I'msorry.  Wedon't have any near an exit.

Keko: OK, then I'd prefer not to be neer thetoilet if possible.
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