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On the Spatial Units of the Hoysala Temples
A Sudy of Spatial Composition of the Hoysala Temples

Naomichi YAGUCHI

Abstract

In this paper, | am to dear the concept of specid units of the temple architecture in India. It isimportant to define the meaning of
the spatid units of the temple architecture. Though the temples amplify al over India, the spatid units, i.e.,, garbhagrha (sanctum),
sukanas (vestibule), navaranga (closed hdl of worship), and mukhacatuski (pillared entrance hdl) and so on, are not uniform. Take
the Hoysdas for ingtance, | try to clear the meaning of the specid units, what is universa character and what is particular character
of the Hoysdlas. This paper is based on the research under the grant for scientific research by the government of Japan.
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Introduction

Since the degth of King Harsa Vardhana, many dynadties were
enumerated in the various Indian medieva higtories. After the
11" century, numerous architectural styles, mainly named after
the dynagties, were found throughout the Indian continent.
Though these dynadic syles have individud characters,
various architectura and sculpturd expressons show many
smilarities, reflecting very smilar conceptions. The masonry
temples dated from the 4" or 5" century and their progeny,
found over the continent by the 7" century, often are quite
different from any other forms of reigious architecture
throughout the world. In the architectura higtory of India, the
evolution of the styles involved a conscious reflection and
trandformation from the precious dynastic syles, with
significant reference to political and religious needs. One such
dynadtic syles is that of the Hoysdlas in lower Karnateka In
this paper, | shdl discuss the Hoysda temples, concerning
especidly upon the usage and meaning of the space.

It isimportant to define the meaning of the gpatia units of the
temple architecture. Though the temples amplify dl over India,
the spatid units, i.e, gabhagrha (sanctum), sukanas
(vedtibule), navaranga (closed hdl of worship), and
mukhacatuski (pillared entrance hdl) and so on, are not
uniform. Take the Hoysdas for ingtance, | try to clear the
meaning of the specid units, what is universd character and
what is particular character of the Hoysdas. | shdl gart from
dating the higtorical background and generd features of  the
Hoysda temples, then discuss about the meaning and usage of
the gpace unit of thetemples.

This paper is based on the research under the grant for
scientific research by the government of Jgpan .

Higtorical and Rdigious Back Ground

The origin of the Hoysdas is not clear. It is only cgpable to
believe tha they were from a hilly area. The legend associates
an ancestor ‘Poysdld or ‘Hoysdd with killing a tiger at the
command of his preceptor in the precincts of the temple at
Angadi, the hilly town of Lower Karnateka.

The Hoysaa history takes up a concrete shape from Nrpakama
(or Nrpa Kama). His capitd was Sosavur, present Angadi,
located in the heavily wooded hills. The chief was mentioned
in an epigraph of A.D. 1006 in the western pat of lower
Karnataka. He was the first noble of the dynasty who had
sated expanding the territory of his principdity and in the
process had had an encounter with the Cola dynasty of Tamil.
His rule may have ended some year before 1047 when his son
Vinayadityais for the first time emerged in the epigraph stated
to have engaged the Hoysda throne. Hoysda Mahadevi, a
consort of Caukya Somesvara |, may have been Nrpakama's
daughter. The Hoysdas were thought as a feudatory of Later
Caukyas.

Vinayaditya, who had shifted his capitd to the plainsin Belur,
had a long rule. He succeeded in expanding his power over
western part of Gangavadi, present lower Karnateka, and
expedited his son, Ereyanga to the coast of Benga Bay. The
Hoysdas watched for a chance two empires, Later Calukyas of
Kayani and Great Colas of Tanjavur were conflicted et lower
Karnataka
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Ereyanga succeeded Vinayaditya in 1098A.D. but may have
been fairly advanced in age and thereafter ruled only two years.
His dlder son Bdldal then ascended the throne. At the time of
Bdldal, the Hoysdla paliticd expediency took a different roll.
He deviated from the family's earlier policy of loydty to the
Caukya emperor and sought independence by steadily
building up power. He had died issueless, and was succeeded
by hisyounger brother Visnuvardhanain 1108 A.D..

In Visnuvardhand's time, the Hoysdas has got a royd datus.
By 1116 A.D. the Cola resstance a the boarder had been
completely crushed and the whole of lower Karnataka was
brought under the Hoysda control. Visnuvardhana is sad to
have proceeded as far as Kandi, one of the most sacred city in
Tamil, inthe lagt leg of this campaign. After defeeting the Cola
vassals and Pandyas of Uccangi, he proceeded to the main land
of Cdukyas. In afollowing few years, he defested Caukyan
generds on the way to Gadag, one of the mogt important cities
in Belvolaregion, present centr Karnataka. By 1133 A.D., he
not only made a new capital, Dorasamudra, but accepted the
suzerainty of Cdukyan king, Vikramaditya IV. He had
embraced Vasavism of the Sivasiava sect of Si
Ramanujacarya and had given a powerful impetus to Visnu
worship by congructing splendid edifices for Visnu in his
home land.

In the time of Narasimha |, son of Visnuvardhana, from 1152
to 73 A.D., the Hoysala power was to decline. He lost mainly
the northern part of histerritory. But like his father, Narasmha
| was interested architecturd projects. He had patronized
Brahmanism as wdl as Jainism by giving grants as proven by
many epigraphs.

Bdlda Il, Grandson of Visnuvardhana, made the Hoysdas
reached the zenith of power and politica glory. Bdldall, ruled
from 1173 to 1220 A.D., had darted his carrier with rebellion
agang his father, Narasmha I. In his northern territory, the
Hoysdas were up againgt kaacuris who deteriorate Caukyas
into chaos, the Seunas of Devagiri, and the Kakatiyas of
Warangd. Though the lagt Cdukyan king, Somesvara 1V,
seemed to recover the imperid power, force Kaacuris back.
But declined Caukyas were captured their capital by Baladall
in 1195 A.D., disgppeared from the history in 1215 A.D..
Meanwhile Baldall declared independence from Caukyasin
1192 A.D., and established a new era. After the disruption of
the Cdukyas, the Hoysdlas conflicted with the Yadavasin their
northern end. To provide increasing war cost in the north,
Bdldall paid attention to the south. In 1218 A.D., the Colas

wished the Hoysdlas to extend their assistance in the conflict
with the Pandyas. With this as aturning point, the Hoysdas got
involved with Tamil region.

Narasmhall, succeeded hisfather, Baldall in 1220 A.D., got
more deeply involved because of his son’s marriage to Cold's
princess. Meanwhile the Seunas, a feudatory of the Hoysdas,
attacked the Hoysda capitd, Dorasamudra, but Narasmha |
could get rid of them. Despite he lost some territory in north
the Hoysdas gained new territory in Tamil, the Hoysdas
reached maximum range of therr territory.

Since their vast kingdom could not be controlled from asingle
center, Somesvara, the son of Narasmha |, established a
separate capitad for Tamil region a Kannanur, near present
Sirangam. Againg Somesvara who remained in Tamil, his
vassd garted to establish their own demesne in Karnateka, the
Hoysda dynasy sated to decline. After the desth of
Somesvara, the territory of the Hoysalas was gpportioned the
respongbility of the date between Somesvards two sons.
Accordingly, Narasmha Il succeeded to the throne a
Dorasamudra, while Ramanatha sat on the throne at Kannanur.
The patition of the Hoysda Kingdom only led to fights
between the two step brothers. Teking advantage of the
Stuation, the Seunas invaded Narasmhd's territory again and
again.

After Narasmha lll, Baldalll reintegrated the kingdom, but
his territory was invaded by not only the Kakatiyas and the
Seunas but Delhi Sultan. At last he escgped from Karnatakato
Tamil.

By 1346 A.D., his successor Bdlda IV's teritories were
engulfed in the newly founded Vijayanagar kingdom by the
Sankam brothers.

In aregnd period of the lings from Narasmha | down to his
successors till the end of 13" century, temple architecture had
received grest support and momentum by the generds,
minigters, merchants and so on. The chiefsand kings had been,
as usud, giving grants to the religious foundation. In lower
Karnataka, Hinduism, i.e,, Saivism and next to it Vaisnavism
had been the dominant religions for which the largest number
of temples had been built. A number of grants were made by
roydty, nohbility, and mercantile community to these
foundations.

Buddhism, on the other hand, had no record in this region,
Jainism had flourished vigoroudy and had been generoudy
supported until a least thetime of Baldall by the roya house
as dso by many Jaina generds, tradesmen, and by town and
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city burghers, most of whom were Jaina by persuasion.
According to Jaina tradition, the Hoysda chiefs before
Visnuvardhana more or less were votaries of Jainism. But in
13" century, the numbers of donations as well as new
condructions of temples were reduced; Jana religion was
taken over by Vaisnavism and Saivism.

Asfar as Vasnaviamis concerned, it is said to be introduced to
the lower Karnataka by the Colas, in the late 10™ and early 11
century, and it had remained confined to some villages near the
boarder with Tamil until Visnuvardhana Hoysda brought
Vasnavism into the heartland of Hoysdlas. According to the
tradition, Vasnavisn was spread with Visnuvardhanas
religious conversion as the turning point. Visnuvardhana is
believed to be converted from Jainism into Vaisnavism. Thisis
believed to have done by Ramanujacarya, who was the first
Indian philosopher to provide a sydematic thetic
interpretation of the philosophy of the Vedas, and isfamousfor
arguing for the episemic and dtereologica dgnificance of
Bhakti, or devotion to apersond God.  Therefore his thought
was quite different from conventiond Upanishads.
Visnuvardhanais believed to have consecrated five Vaisnavism
temples to commemorate the conquest over the Colasin 1116,
after his converson. Vasnavian continued to thrive with
mullah Ramanujecarya and under new politicd power the
Hoysdas.

When the Hoysdas entered the political scene in about the
middle of 11" century, more than the half of the articulate
society was formed of Saivas. The Hoysda Saivas were
governed by the codes of ther Pagpata, Laklisa and
Kaamukha sects, with the Kgpdikas on the one hand and the
Virasaivas on the other hands. The firgt three sects hed filtered
down to the grassroot leve, controlling dmost dl of
agriculturdids, traders, craftamen, warriors and Sizable section
of the middle classed bureaucrats.

It is important to understand the difference between rdigions,
i.e, Vasnaviam, Saivism and Jainism; | shdl dart with the
difference of naming.

Naming temples and rdigious sattlements ether after the
parons or efter ther rdatives and masters was a common
mediaeva practice, but it was more popular amnong the Saivas
than among others. Lots of Siva temples bore the names of
their patrons, their rlatives, masters, teechers, villages, tanks
and of ther communities, while as many as these stood
unnamed too. Though Jainas adso took recourse to a Smilar
way the Vaisnavas of the Hoysda kingdom generaly avoided

this practice and named their temples after their gods, in partid

modification of the convention established by the Colas

However, they named ther religious settlements as often after
thelr patrons as after their gods.

The second is the placement of the temples in the settlements.

Under the Hoysala dynagty, it is established settlements by the
Brahmins, called Agrahara. This is one of the reason why the
strong kingdom was made in lower Kanateaka where less
populated. The Agrahara was a generic name of established
settlements; in fact, Sivepura for the Saivas, Agrahara for the
Vasavas and Jnarayafor the Jainas respectively. In the newly
edtablished Agrahara, temples were built, not only of dominant
religion but others, though the main temple had indlination to
be built at the center of the settlement. Under the Hoysdlas, the
images of Sivaor Visnu were sculptured on thewall of temples
of both religions. It is assumed that there must have been
tolerant of other religions.

The third is the patronage of the temple as wel as the
stlements. The members of the Hoysda royd family were
not beonging the same rdigion. The cae of King
Visnuwvardhana is a notable example. He himsdf was
converted from Jainism to Vaisnavism. His queen, Santaladevi

and her mother were believers of Jainism. His father, Ereyanga
was a Sava, and his son, Narasmha | was Vasnava. He
provided grants not only for rdlated Vaisnavas and Jainas but
Saivas. He founded Chennakesavatemple a Belur in 1117A.D.
as the center of the Vaisnavism and Hoysdlesvara temple at
Dorasamudra, present Halebidu in ¢. 1120 A.D. asthe center of
the Saivism. This shows again the tolerance of other rdligions,

and ruler’s thought to make empire stable and to be supported
by most of people.

The fourth and the lagt is the artists who were in charge of the
condruction of the temple. On the wall of the temple Ieft the
name of guild consisted of architects or sculptors . Apart from
generd gylistic concerns, thisis the most important feature of
Hoysda architecture. According to Collyer, their religions are
clear. Almogt dl of them were Saivas, because the Kalamukha
sect is dominant where the guild was active. Saivas were
responsible for the construction of al kind of temples.

General featuresof the HoysalatempleArchitecture

The architecturd style of Hoysalas has been confused with that
of later Cdukyas. In fact, this syle of lower Karnataka is
closdy related to the style of upper Karnateka. But even the
firsd notable Hoysda foundations such as Chennakesava
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temple a Bdur, Hoysdesvara temple a Hdebidu were
relatively later in founding, with hardly any significant earlier
congructions of upper Karnataka. Along with the architecture
of the Kakaiyas in northern Andhra Pradesh, that of Hoysdlas
represents the end of a tradition, which is able to be cdled
Deccani, i.e, the name of the regiond style. Hoysdla heartland
lies south of the traditiond definition of this area whose
southern boundary is Krana-Tungabhadra River. After the fdll
of the Hoysdas and the Kakatiyas, the Vijayanagara Empire
gained contral of al of southern India. They did not follow
Deccani style, ingtead followed the Dravidian style originated
in Tamil.

The temples build during Hoysda rule fal into two broad
groups, (A) large, ornate and complex dructures, fully
developed by Hoysda atiss, (B) smdl, less ornate and
relatively smple structures, sharing some characters with later
Caukya temples Though many scholars identified the
Hoysda style of architecture looking at the temples of group
(A), thosearenat dl of the temples built under Hoysdarule.
Theremarkable characters of thefirst group (A) are asfollows;
1. The temple is raised on a platform which takes on the
contour of the temple itsdf. All the gelate angles of the
vimana would have consstently continued from the bottom of
the platform to the top of the superstructure.

2. The entrances are partidly screened by the use of the hdl
wall. This type of haf wal which screens the area between
columnsof an entranceis caled jagati.

3. The adhigthana of vimana and that of navaranga are covered
with continuous friezes, which sometimes continue the entire
temple around.

4. The band of large figurd sculptures depicting gods and
goddess dong with made and female atendants are placed
above the adhighana friezes on the wall of vimana and
navaranga.

5. Above this figura band are placed architectura decoration,
which isthe shape of superstructure supported by thin pilasters
besdesfigura sculptures. Thisformsthe false second story.

6. The pillars in the navaranga and sabhamandapa and the
dwadlf pillars of mukhacatuski are mainly srikaratype. They are,
in fact, the round shafted pillarsbased on architecturd tradition.
They have been cdled ‘lathe turned’ due to the high precision
of the carving of their round surfaces. But there are not only no
evidence of actud use of the lathe, but there are sometimes
chisdl markstoward the center of the pillar.

The characters of the second group (B) are asfollows;

1. Exceptiondly platform is made for the temple of this group . This
feature is different from ether temples of group (A), or those of later
Cdukyas.

2. The jagati is used, dthough in many ingtances, the entrance to the
templeisinto asolid wall of the navaranga.

3. The moldings of adhishana are not flat in profile, usudly used
Kapotabandha or the adhishana using kapota topping above the
prati-kanthamolding.

4. There is a band of figures above the adhisthana moldings,
but the figures are usudly more widely gapped than group (A).
5. There is no fdse story on the wall, as in temples of later
Caukyas. The difference of the wdl between Hoysdas and
later Caukyasisthe existence of the figural sculptures.

6. Thepillars are quite Similar to those of group (A).

Spatial Unitsof the Hoysala Temples

In the Hoysda temples, the interior of the temple can be
divided into certain units, i.e., chambers. The Hoysdlatempleis
basicaly composed of the garbhagrha (sanctum), the sukanas
(vedtibule), the navaranga (closed hdl of worship), and the
mukhacatuski (pillared entrance hdl). It is worth to identify
those individud spaces for further study, which basicaly
depends on this definition of the spaces.

Those units are basicaly square planed spaces with different
functions. Though separated by the wooden door usudly, the
interior of the temple occasondly had no doors in-between
two units. Those two units can be divided by the differences of
the Sze of the gpace.

One of the generd features of the Hoysda temples is the
smallness of the structure. This is basicdly dependent on the
qudity of the materids which is used for the temples. The
sone mine around lower Karnataka has been chloritic schigt,
so-cdled sogp sone. This blackish stone is quite soft which is
used mainly for the decorative stone laminate, and can not be
counted on shearing force. It means that it is quite difficult to
meake long beams to build huge structures. This weskness of
gone seems to be the main reason why the Hoysda temples
are quite smdl and lavishly ornate with detailed sculptures.

Garbhagrha

The basic unit of the Hoysala temple is the garbhagrha. This
can conds of the temple adone, can be thought a smalest
spatid unit in the temple to define the Sze of the space. Thisis
a square planned chamber that does not have any opening
except the doorway. Covered by thick walls, it iscrowned by a
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superstructure cdled the skhara The garbhagrha and the
skhara compose the vimana or the mulaprasada. This is
usudly identified as Meru Mountain or KailasaMountain. The
former is the representation of the Indian cosmology and the
latter is the residence of Siva. In the garbhagrha asif which is
dug in this mountain, the religious object is enshrined. As
indicated by the name, garbha (womb), grha (house), this is
identified astheinner space of the womb.

While the outsde wadls of the vimana reved a decordive
expresson in both architectural and sculpturd terms, the inside
walls do not. We may find the thin pilasters at the Sdes and the
combination of the square and triangle parts of the celing. It
seems that the outsde walls were planned to attract the
attention of devotees by expressing the importance of the
structure. This is the design for the public. The inside is a
sacred space sepaated from  human  activities The
ornamentetion is goarse except pilagers in some temples,
dlowing the devotees attention to be focused on the image.
The garbhagrha of each temple is a sanctified space in the
temple aswell recognized as a center of theworld.

The temple is recognized as the center of the world, the
garbhagrhais where theimage is placed and religious center of
eechtemple.

Sukanad

The sukanas, the space between the garbhagrha and the
navaranga, isasmdl thick walled chamber without windows,
its open doorway's leading to the garbhagrha and the navaranga.
The doorway to the garbhagrha is usudly dosed with the
wooden doors, while that to the navaranga is not. Some of
them are closed with the double-swinging wooden door & the
center and perforated windows at the Sde, others are open or
nowdl at al.

The sukanas, identified with the antarda, is the same Size as
the garbhagrha. The term sukanas is derived from the
sukanasa, the projecting portion in front of the skhara The
superdtructure is composed of the sikhara and the sukanass;
usudly the Hoysda temples do not have any other
superstructure. On the sukanasa, a unique crest, commonly
used for the Hoysala temples, shows the legendary founder of
the Hoysdas, Sda, killing atiger who threatened an ascetic.
The design of the celling is as Smple as that of the garbhagrha.
Qudified priests were dlowed to go indde; the devotees were
controlled to look inside through the doorway. Insde the
sukanad it is kept the small image which is conveyed on the

ratha (chariot) at the time of thefestival. Thissukanasaiscdled
antarda in generd, which means intermediate space’ between
the sacred and secular gpaces. The sukanas may beidentified a
sacred gpace next to the garbhagrha

The vaulted superstructure, Sukanasa is one of the distinct
features of the Hoysdlatemples. The vaulted roof islower than
the Sikhara which is the highest pesk of the temple. The
Sukanasais attached to the Sikkhara, compose the Vimana. It is
conceivable that Sikhara and Sukanasa are composing one
structure which can be identified asa symbal of thetemple. As
the view of the temple is emphasized by the superdtructure as
well as vaulted roof in front, it seems reasonable to suppose
that the spatid character of the Sukanas dso very closeto that
of the garbhagrha, the most sacred gpace in the temple. Sinceit
wasimpossible for ordinary mento goin, | would rather to say
that we can distinguish the inner gpace of the temple between
the sukanas and navaranga in the sense that there is a clear
diginction between both spaces;, sacred or not; the ordinary
men can go in or not.

Navaranga

One of the mgor characteridics of mediaevd Indian
architecture is its two-dimensond planning, many of the
subtleties of architecturd details being found in the ground
plan. Though the relation between spatid dements and
associated  sculptures are determined by texts like the
Vedtu-sadra, it is not clear which text the Hoysala architects
followed. In the Hoysda temples, and the Hindu temples in
generd, quite in contrast to the Chrigian cathedrds or the
Idamic mosgues, huge interior goaces were neither planned nor
intended. They are trabeated structures in which smal spaces
defined by pillars and beams are repeatedly used. The smdl
gpaces separated by beams can be thought as a minimum
defining unit of the space. These are adjoining spaces of the
same Sze as the garbhagrha, and are cdled ankana in the
Hoysda architecture. The navaranga, generdly referred to as
the mandgpa in Hindu temples, is a hdl (ranga) divided into
nine (nava) sections.

The centra section of the navaranga is generdly bigger than
the others and dightly raised, the latter feature being a
particularly notable characterigtic of the Hoysdatemples. This
isthe place for singing and dancing in honor of gods.

On the other sde of the garbhagrha in the navaranga, stone
benches, probably used as seatsfor the audience, can be seen.
Thewadls have jaakas, latticed windows, for alowing light to
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enter the navaranga. Though the Hoysdas basicaly followed
the previous open hals that were common in temples of Later
Calukyas of Kadyani, these hdf pillars of the open hdls were
walled up in some of the Hoysdatemples.

The daborate decoration of the celings of the navaranga is
another feature of the Hoysalatemples. Aswe discussed above,
the decoration of the cellings is different each other. Usudly
the central oneis mogst daborate.

The pilagters of the navaranga are usudly classified into two;
the ornate and less-ornate. The ornate pilasters have many
facets and placed on the axis to the garbhagrha. These are
usudly placed one par on the sde of the garbhagrha or
sukanad, and the other on the sde of the main entrance. The
less ornate pilasters are placed on the plain wall. Obvioudy the
way to other spatia unitswas more ornatethan plainwals.

M ukhacatuski

The mukhacatuski, the entrance hall to the inside of the temple
is recognized as an intermediate space between outer and inner
space of the temple. This can be stuated at the east of the
temple while the garbhagrhais on the west. Thisisnot only the
case that the mukhacatuski Stuated. In some of the temple,
while the garbhagrha is situated at the west, the mukhacatuski
can be stuated on the south aswell as on the three sides of the
navaranga except on the west. Though | will describe the
vaidions in the chapter 3, | like to mention here that the
entrances to the temple are not only one place but can be
severd directionsif the Stuation alowed.

The wal of mukhacatuski is composed with base, railing and
dwarf pillars. The profile of dwar pillars is quite Smilar to
pillarsin the navaranga.

Sabhamandapa

In front of the mukhacatuski is placed the sabhamandapa. This
is thought as one of the main feature of Later Caukya and
Hoysda temple architecture. Without any doubt its design was
born by increasing the sze of the porch and in the deventh and
twelfth century the open hal became an independent and
sumptuous part of many temples built in Centra Karnatak'.
The sabhamandapa is attached to the entrance porch, as well
can be detached. The open hdl is cruciform, has no image
insde.

Condluson
The garbhagrhais a center of the temple aswell asthe center of

the 'space. The temple is composed with the garbhagrha as a
center. Towards the garbhagrha, there are two partitions, i.e,
sacred or not a the entrance of the sukanad, and waled up
indde or semi-open outside at the entrance of navaranga. The
ornamentation of the units has the inclination to be plain from
outsdeto inside, the brightnessaswell.

The space of the Hoysda temples can be divided into certain
units which have certain importance as well as functions, such
asthe garbhagrha, the sukanas, navaranga and mukhacatuski.
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