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Holy Caves and these Beliefs in Hangzhou I
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Takashi SUNAGA
Abstract

As is well known, the provincial capital Hangzhou of Zhejian province was the capital of South-Song in the 12th to 13th
century. Many priests of Japan and Korea went over to South-Song. Therefore, an understanding of holy caves and these beliefs of
Hangzhou lead to an understanding of holy caves and these beliefs throughout East Asia. If a comparative study of holy caves and
these beliefs in the Japanese Islands, the Korean Peninsula, and the China continent can be done, it will contribute to the

development of the religious cultural studies of East Asia. In this paper, the religious culture of holy caves in Hangzhou

(Huanglong-dong, Bianfu-dong, Ziyun-dong, Qixia-dong, Xianshan-dong) are reported and analyzed.
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