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A Trial for Cross Cultural Communication
in Terms of College English Education
———Cross Cultural Subject? Studying Abroad”——
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Kenichi YAMAMOTO Tsuneyoshi YOSHIDA Mayumi OHASHI
Abstract

SincelTTT], the authors and students have been studying how to communicate with the people in foreign countries by joining the summer lan-
guage program, “ Studying Abroad”, at Thomas More College in Cincinnati Ohio, in the United States. Our students have learned that it isim-
portant to transmit their own ideas, opinions and cultural understanding toward the foreign people through the program of “ Studying Abroad”.
Since[I1T], we have started another summer language program at Kapiolani Community College of University of Hawaii in Honolulu, Hawaii.
These projects of cross cultural communication joining the summer language program at Thomas More College and Kapiolani Community Col-
lege of University of Hawaii is going well successfully so far. Through the projects, we have come to understand that the experience of studying

abroad can lead our students to a higher level of communication between different cultures.
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0 0 Use English to carry out daily activities.
0 O Expresstheir ideas about topics related to American culture, Hawaii, and globalization.
0 O Know how to use computers to do word-processing and e-mail and to access the Internet.
0 O Know about the multicultural history of the state of Hawaii.
0 O Know some basic economic and social issues facing the world in théT1st century.

0 O Know the basic socia conventions of modern American society.
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Coordinators of KCC welcomed usin airport. And they showed us some tourist attractions. The scenery was really beautiful.

We went to school by bus. It took about[T] minutes. | was surprised how to get off the bus. It's different from Japan. When we
want to get off, we push the button in Japan. But in Hawaii we had to pull the string.

| was surprised that the KCC campusis very big. It'slarger than | have expected. There are many buildings and Hawaiian trees and
flowers.

In English class, we could decide what to learn in first class. So we bought a book and read it every class. Our homework were
keeping diary and reading the book by chapter. Our class room teacher, Tony is very fun. Heislike afriend to us. In class, we not
only read the book but also played games and cards. Tony told us card game we didn’t know. We enjoyed his class every time.

In other classes, we learned dancing hula, language and culture of Hawaii, and talked to students who study Japanese about differ-
ence of culture. Hulais traditiona and holy dance. The movement of hip and arm looks gentle. But actualy it's very hard dance. |
wanted to dance hula again. |I'm interested in Hawaiian language. It has warm sound. The more | know about Hawaii, the more | like
Hawaii.

| think it was good chance to go on afield trip as a part pf class. It was difficult to visit tourist attraction ourselves. The locals ex-
plained alot of things. Diamond Head is extinct volcano and[IT] meters high. We started to climb Diamond Head at about] O’ clock.

It was very long way. It took one hour to climb the top of the Diamond Head. In addition, | have afear of heights. So | was really scary

and tired. The view was very beautiful. The seawas really clear. But | will never climb...... In Bishop Museum, we learned Hawaiian
History and made lei. Making lei wasvery easy. It wasredlly cute. | liked it.

We went shopping and beach in weekend. Because the coordinator told us how to ride a bus and bus number, we could go to places

where we wanted to go.
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Teachersin KCC were redlly kind to us. They brought us beautiful beach and famous places in Hawaii in weekend. Mr. Kiyohara
was aways concerned about us. He had the habit of saying “Are you OK??’

We often bought meals in convenience store. Locomoco is famous Hawaiian food. | tried it but it tastes not good. The quantity of
mealsin Hawaii were big. | often left part of the meal.

| didn’t have problem about Hotel. There was bus stop near our hotel, so it's a great convenient. But elevator rides bad!! When-
ever | took the elevator, | felt bad.

The weather was always nice and it waswindy. | felt comfortable. | experienced Shower for the first time.
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